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Message from the President and Executive Director

Dear Friends of FLI,

2024 will be remembered as the year when the gov-
ernance of artificial intelligence moved from aspiration 
to reality; and when FLI’s sustained outreach and advo-
cacy began yielding concrete institutional change. The 
world’s first comprehensive AI legislation entered into 
force in the European Union, marking a historic mile-
stone in technology governance that we helped shape 
through years of dedicated policy work.

Yet this progress came against a backdrop of acceler-
ating AI development that validated our warnings about 
the inadequacy of voluntary industry commitments. Our 
inaugural AI Safety Index delivered a sobering assess-
ment: none of the major AI companies demonstrated 
quantitative safety guarantees, and those racing toward 
artificial general intelligence lacked adequate strategies 
to ensure systems remain under human control. The 
pressure of profit-driven incentives in the absence of 
oversight continues to push companies toward cutting 
corners on safety.

This tension between progress and peril defined our 
work throughout 2024. While celebrating legislative 
victories like the EU AI Act, we simultaneously con-
fronted setbacks such as the veto of California’s SB 
1047, despite unprecedented bipartisan support from 

the public, experts, and diverse stakeholders. These 
experiences reinforced a fundamental truth: sustainable 
AI governance requires persistent, coordinated effort 
across multiple fronts.

Our response was characteristically comprehensive. 
We expanded our military AI work, participating in 
groundbreaking conferences from Sierra Leone to 
Vienna that advanced momentum toward an auton-
omous weapons treaty. We launched the Campaign 
to Ban Deepfakes, building diverse coalitions to 
address synthetic media harms. Through our part-
nership with The Elders, we elevated the concept 
of long-view leadership, calling on world leaders to 
prioritize humanity’s long-term flourishing over short-
term interests.

We also invested in the wider community of efforts to 
improve the outcomes of AI’s development. Our Vita-
lik Buterin Fellowship program continues to build the 
technical AI safety field. Our Superintelligence Imagined 
Contest engaged the broader public with critical ques-
tions about advanced AI. And our policy and research 
grants explored everything from AI’s impact on global 
development to novel governance institutions for artifi-
cial general intelligence.

The enthusiastic response to our work, from our AI Act 
Explorer tool becoming an indispensable resource to our 
podcast reaching new audiences worldwide, demon-
strates growing public recognition that the choices we 
make about AI development today will determine the 
trajectory of human civilization.

As we look toward 2025, the stakes continue rising. The 
race toward AGI shows no signs of slowing, making our 
mission more urgent than ever. Yet we draw strength 
from our expanding community of supporters, our 
talented team, and the increasing number of poli-
cymakers, researchers, and citizens who share our 
commitment to ensuring transformative technologies 
serve humanity’s best interests.

The challenges ahead are immense, but so is our col-
lective capacity to meet them. We remain steadfast 
in our determination to steer transformative technol-
ogy toward benefiting life and away from extreme risks 
because the future of life depends on getting this right.

With resolve and gratitude,

Max Tegmark 
President, 
Future of Life Institute

Anthony Aguirre 
Executive Director, 
Future of Life Institute
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Mission

The Future of Life Institute’s mission is to 
steer transformative technology towards 
benefiting life and away from extreme large-
scale risks.

We believe that the way powerful technology is developed and 
used will be the most important factor in determining the pros-
pects for the future of life. This is why we have made it our mission 
to ensure that technology continues to improve those prospects. 
In pursuit of this mission, we support the development of institu-
tions and visions necessary to manage world-driving technologies 
and enable positive futures. We seek to reduce large-scale harm 
and existential risk resulting from accidental or intentional misuse of 
transformative technologies.
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How We Work
Towards these aims, FLI engages in a number of initiatives and strategies, including:

Policy
Our Policy team strengthens the governance of transformative 
technologies through research and advocacy. We close the gap 
between technical experts and public institutions, helping poli-
cymakers effectively govern these complex systems.

Futures
Our Futures program explores the beneficial outcomes that 
transformative technologies could unlock. Using storytelling, 
worldbuilding, scenario planning, research, and forecasting, we 
investigate possible futures and identify actionable pathways. 
We then highlight the policies, decisions, and institutions needed 
to navigate these pathways, while engaging diverse stakehold-
ers across professions, communities, and regions to shape a 
shared vision of the future.

Communications
Our Communications efforts help policymakers, technologists, 
and the broader public understand the challenges and oppor-
tunities of transformative technologies. We collaborate with 
journalists, media outlets, content creators, and influencers to 
raise awareness and share solutions. This includes publishing 
op-eds, giving press commentary, securing speaking oppor-
tunities, guesting on podcasts, and producing original content. 
We are especially proud of our flagship podcast series, where 
FLI engages leading researchers, policy experts, philosophers, 
and other influential voices in dialogue about the future.

Grantmaking
Through our Grantmaking, we provide financial support for 
promising work aligned with our mission. Tackling extreme risks 
requires a strong and diverse community, yet the field remains 
underfunded. We see significant potential to expand our grant-
making activities in the years ahead, amplifying the impact of 
researchers and practitioners working toward safer futures.

https://futureoflife.org/project/future-of-life-institute-podcast/
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Policy
Improving the governance of transforma-
tive technologies
In 2024, FLI rose to become one of the most signifi-
cant and established players in the field of AI policy 
in Europe, the US, and internationally. We contributed 
to many policy documents and responses, raised our 
organizational profile, and positively influenced policy 
development. Here are a few highlighted projects.

Advancing Civilian AI Governance

In August, after years of work, the world’s first compre-
hensive AI legislation entered into force in the European 
Union. With implementation rolling out over the coming 
years, the Act is designed to both support European AI 
innovation, particularly for small companies and start-
ups, and place public safety as the highest priority. To 
help stakeholders navigate this landmark legislation, we 
launched the AI Act Explorer tool, alongside our dedi-

cated EU AI Act Newsletter, which has become a trusted 
resource leading up to this moment and will remain inval-
uable throughout the implementation phase.

In May, the governments of the Republic of Korea and the 
United Kingdom co-hosted the AI Seoul Summit, a fol-
low-up to the UK AI Safety Summit held in November. The 
Summit convened governments, civil society, and industry 
leaders to advance international, multi-stakeholder coop-
eration on safe AI development. Ahead of the Summit, 16 
technology companies announced a voluntary set of AI 
safety commitments. As our Policy Director, Mark Brakel, 
emphasized in Euronews, voluntary measures alone are 
insufficient: “goodwill alone is not sufficient.” To strengthen 
global governance, FLI published recommendations out-
lining how this pivotal moment could drive meaningful 
progress. The Summit concluded with a declaration signed 
by 27 states and the European Union, reaffirming their com-
mitment to collaborative, international approaches that 
maximize AI’s benefits while minimizing its risks.

In the United States, our 2024 focus centered on Califor-
nia’s SB 1047, the Safe and Secure Innovation for Frontier 
Artificial Intelligence Models Act. The bill attracted remarka-
ble bipartisan support from the general public to AI experts, 
labor unions, and high-profile creatives. Despite this momen-
tum, the Governor ultimately vetoed the legislation. Still, the 
broad coalition of supporters demonstrated that demand 
for strong AI governance is growing rapidly, and it is only a 
matter of time before similar efforts succeed.

Evaluation of Company Safety Practices

In 2024, we launched the inaugural AI Safety Index, con-
vening an independent panel of leading AI experts to assess 
the safety practices of six major AI companies: OpenAI, 
Anthropic, Meta, Google DeepMind, xAI, and Zhipu AI.

The results were sobering. As panelist and AI pioneer Stuart 
Russell observed, “none of the current activity provides any 
kind of quantitative guarantee of safety; nor does it seem 
possible to provide such guarantees given the current 
approach to AI via giant black boxes trained on unimagi-
nably vast quantities of data.”

While some companies demonstrated promising efforts, 
such as building early safety frameworks and undertaking 
risk assessments, others had yet to implement even the 
most basic safeguards. Across the board, the panel found 
significant deficiencies in accountability, transparency, and 
preparedness to address both present and existential risks. 
Companies that openly aspire to develop artificial general 

https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.4sb8isLlWnGOqc3GgHY7g4PKIIb0b8bcjwYLVMTsX5EWeKFlfWUl3ddw8XXG1X66wAhr7cO1V4TYDa_hEe0eNq5qE_8O87mM_UDFE-Ov6dvRNRogzhbpGYOzcDiqC2p_3B6e3C_DCNCMMyAo3H0hwnansmBYxiS6HvZSGO_ZfkKnfeO6ZnqaPk4x_9X-VZAN33_xB5Y94577q2z3xe9mAaeX-eMoV-fXEZUk7kFp8mGAKnLwgBJzRWpdZHfwe3cMGLk_nyGxIxmuGNnend08SRWu78hKYkOtlgdxF0-GnEy93dQws7V6Db5-gP74Dj6Q/4cr/Uic2_0ryRkeGEN8r8550yw/h7/h001.nZmmcp1htCORxCHU5nI0H6eFna31xgVNH86a4ZaEcgA
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.4sb8isLlWnGOqc3GgHY7g4PKIIb0b8bcjwYLVMTsX5Hfxdf2PWKBXbr0-iD0nRd8CjFxz1kt_4UL9rqg2B-IdGWlz7iHw5bGBjy4QmXhTfFbmRF4FEwDnExjL3NXQH8aKHQ7EQIE46BdxLxaC711fn3FOH9dFYTvOZF4JoWaoklG4iNNnG0buEw_4OEs9Q5N1mv_vafTDk1hZ1GbrQyPnoXe7WI1_ErffmmPXKNdB_vBF4bUDtwXcpp1kf4_oXP4JEKBVlzcQbMRdRWmMGkdGfZrI2ptP5qz4Fo8KbPlyPhxg4dpvXsxs0ydczUCbVDW/4cr/Uic2_0ryRkeGEN8r8550yw/h8/h001.PacManf9_FdvGs07zoXEJ48cl-esLzzx5hg53tXDSbQ
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.1imAxD20PshLzGC16p6YrrMbLzMmCsHZdUmaaah3K5gQ4huLEwWnYxSGOZAy4SbFv12u6RTdssSDurmQbzk2WM_NSSIzR6ALl0iXRDmJ5yzqnCOTk1HLfu1nW23oIiHFfW-Lxe42s5v3582RRbccWsWeTcgsEj-QIzUEsJ2jBSbM2JzYdhoyHlCN_MpcEsI9PsH7ZBfRxvvdj3isaJgXEiRMt5YcmAPJHVE23ZnmWIMi9RFr2Gn32V-BSnjKZtTMnVG0t53y0NjQna-wpy836tvwIWMFWsw46lMbFbNHG2IFpTFsr1E3LBBP1uGQKxR7KcqBWbAktwfvrASMgOdf6FT5vR3f2Zh894EdXDy8NbxjToXXCEgsUvoyBqQc3c8U/46t/IoJ8jep7SK6dnuAHHX-n2w/h6/h001.l3y3r8ENqTRPgrL0gg0IfA2vUzA7A6sr1N8Nb9eO27k
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.U8sgag4dhpDIZoBStwvwLRnA4rkUQsliXTSHZndIdR8kBwWScrNAzqRLDZfSt2Gu5DElGBl38Nm_59AsZDgUQb_94pdPl68vzrmZSH1UcY2iER_hpZ1EzZtF3LSVuQarwuensmEAe7SGEjESn1YV8Yk84dMcmEjEQoduDqmmt568aJjJdWT-_JG15JPznjh8R42AexXuje5M1CRoSjJyAM0N1fv6ka2kf7ymWplaaGvcn1JFOlY0ezfpLvqPdhGPCnckbgHSmGbuLcPzXDz4t5Lz7Bwh0zaUaRbVU-wqmKk/46t/IoJ8jep7SK6dnuAHHX-n2w/h7/h001.4PInQCeqiPOCfoutSC5QWld5rIUWF0abr8oSKkghaVM
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.1imAxD20PshLzGC16p6YrlXy0PEVgJM3ebjz1W3tI-1CHlmkG997UVY-k129cEgTbLuIrv3Yoz4BaByujM7Jz5JAStHKkRD37Sp-7djH4cKfsrGayVi2mVJ03Q8xwSY3Sz7FdirCk9qMjXRPoViW9Go01EsOv6BHF5ljgp8xrcDHFi3IuTFToS0jbL6GFvckZe995JEbfkrUSh5k4De47hm7OkX13v3qiZQKiy_tS-UoR-9MSdVyPaNhRudEF2LGC_N9VeVJ6pgImMUNHnLPZseMLHs3snysVFFGWKlKANJlcV2HE0cNLRcf6P9W1M0kLjcP2QL_KTus0rTQPmHAFBnaHRI9TM5bv7oObAHt6OohJG-YsyhO_erpdvNt878jZypG4acD9cxMypVWaJwiOGsn-n6HTOISWOlNxbfGFE1nju2Gj9Y8pTXVrTAWDl3-8rcnMQMQzkUjYB6PeyFEWThYGmF01WnSn_kHsNXZ3eO2Fbiy5z22ulke_UKAL-XaTNyBReA3ctQtliTJHSnL_A/46t/IoJ8jep7SK6dnuAHHX-n2w/h8/h001.E6tAY-_--3HilrZR8VaIrB8De4omIaT4clt92LAG4uw
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.Phbz_fyq5Fdf-yJts2tx0gF07TerRKgEzoRk-B_m28ziu_YH6sF4UziJt8KhPCJRnSwnpsfQOnwSAsCjqtFAMYYJBbMmd7V3TpNYc8J4bnOjDDcXa1urEzPv6S6Hj_Y1_BP7sAamAJS62JbRTGvbLNWzwHFCpN4jDCUP6pvjmfu3rYECQzbcuv38FHQ0xsWgCx3XNSJ6TRLSmOPif_ZNSsB_JM2Zpqqx04pWzjBjYO0IQIOESc3XEaw9Uo8C1EUaUbCTNPw5LLpk6k2aOCFaqM0KLZZDApig4xrqfvuj3QY/4cr/Uic2_0ryRkeGEN8r8550yw/h11/h001.9vX-ajegLQZ62xdWL5p1qizxFi69OBlOCM2SbEBGtaM
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.Phbz_fyq5Fdf-yJts2tx0gF07TerRKgEzoRk-B_m28ziu_YH6sF4UziJt8KhPCJRnSwnpsfQOnwSAsCjqtFAMYYJBbMmd7V3TpNYc8J4bnOjDDcXa1urEzPv6S6Hj_Y1_BP7sAamAJS62JbRTGvbLNWzwHFCpN4jDCUP6pvjmfu3rYECQzbcuv38FHQ0xsWgCx3XNSJ6TRLSmOPif_ZNSsB_JM2Zpqqx04pWzjBjYO0IQIOESc3XEaw9Uo8C1EUaUbCTNPw5LLpk6k2aOCFaqM0KLZZDApig4xrqfvuj3QY/4cr/Uic2_0ryRkeGEN8r8550yw/h11/h001.9vX-ajegLQZ62xdWL5p1qizxFi69OBlOCM2SbEBGtaM
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.U8sgag4dhpDIZoBStwvwLRnA4rkUQsliXTSHZndIdR8E3ibvYmo4-eaMvHwFvpqwfP1LNedj8hbz21zfxPCST0gUB9Y8yiSJufpj95--Bvc5TCbgeHD6kVsQROJ2z105zaowxATkP2GEKvGdb6LATHHBuhoIfO5_uWG86NtCf1pGjKAuYJ5Mh-AExnCIOYeAGvczKsN6aO8WjFgObikM83KlbewM7KaMRDspX46UXiheSDjz89Q4wC616St7212pXXhJznIjAzDZtnnM8Y3QEDPyA6FzofUT63Sxp4cNc6I7mwRc6CMVVYhmsSMR7HbH/4cr/Uic2_0ryRkeGEN8r8550yw/h40/h001.Owb5MlFDynYlju_b_eHVXytkteTRmxeIm4i79bBFDyo
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intelligence (AGI) were judged to lack adequate strategies 
to ensure systems remain safe and under human control. 
A consistent theme in the review was the pressure of prof-
it-driven incentives leading companies to cut corners on 
safety in the absence of independent oversight.

The Index received wide attention and marked a critical 
step toward building greater accountability in AI devel-
opment. Given its success, we plan to keep the AI Safety 
Index current with regular updates.

Military AI Work

Our efforts on autonomous weapons systems (AWS) 
expanded significantly in 2024. In April, we partici-
pated in both the ECOWAS regional conference in 
Freetown, Sierra Leone and the Vienna Conference 
hosted by Austria.

In Freetown, Sierra Leone demonstrated remarkable 
leadership by convening ECOWAS member states to 
reach a common regional position in support of a treaty 

on AWS. Foreign Ministers, military officials, diplomats, 
experts, and civil society representatives gathered to 
discuss challenges specific to the region, including 
proliferation, non-state actor use in the Sahel, and the 
dangers of biased training data sets. President Julius 
Maada Bio delivered a powerful keynote, urging West 
African states to “proactively engage in shaping global 
norms and not be mere recipients, targets or benefi-
ciaries of them.”

Later that month in Vienna, more than 1,000 partic-
ipants, including representatives from 144 states, 
alongside civil society, academia, media, and industry, 
gathered at the Hofburg Palace for the first-ever state-
led global conference on AWS. The scale of the event 
reflected the momentum behind global efforts to regu-
late these systems, as well as broad agreement on the 
need for a treaty. Importantly, the conference moved 
beyond the limited framework of the Geneva-based 
Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW), 
opening space for frank discussion on issues such as 
the risks of genocide, human-targeting systems, and 
the potential collapse of deterrence theory if AWS pro-
liferate widely.

To support policymakers navigating this complex 
issue, FLI produced A Diplomat’s Guide to Autono-
mous Weapons Systems, which was widely welcomed 
by participants at the UN General Assembly.

Campaign to Ban Deepfakes

In 2024, we also advanced the Campaign to Ban Deep-
fakes, a coalition effort to establish liability across the 
entire deepfake “supply chain.” Working alongside 
organizations such as Control AI, Encode, and the 
National Organization for Women, we built a diverse, 
bipartisan network of allies committed to tackling this 
urgent issue.

The campaign not only strengthened advocacy on 
deepfake harms but also played an instrumental role 
in supporting legislative efforts, including California’s 
SB 1047 and federal preemption debates in the U.S. 
Senate. This coalition demonstrates the power of broad, 
cross-sector collaboration in addressing emerging risks 
from synthetic media.

https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.NrEUVp3dHMIGpvgqiDe7zPIPdF75-ICgrqRTcxpslXyLcctxlhdQA6RIBoxmGGDz7mUuo3I8WpceEhDGnymkByjfVcX-lCCPaCLWPO5RmVmVJhMwJWFDsmn9yezqBCrciow34S7OusRmLReJ_D0pVIB96ItBHOJCm3jVOKx7oyBNu2MLHFdFVoYSjhkh4CjE9Ot_-kPZ0_EB-Vqmvyh18oWEd1ng4P5I7dsZHN_8z9GgJpHuWL4QOybQx_xLQAXGHkx6-zhncIFK2f2tbESolvd08lSR7Pu6cL39zmapWzKY_-vhLn6xgGsRQgOln9rLkgDi5DJk2SlLDVR47HMwPM9D47G2VtMSdSy2I08usmg/468/MUgMZpXBRr-HS01Kxgnj5g/h5/h001.0pxtj-qkXLHp6RdbD59kBWkZwSKRyQosYJgX0QTKWjs
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.ImONtc0B7Xdmy9qmZNxt8n9XT_j2QRCZTog-twDYLdnTxZ59X1RsFI03RLzGgqmq1v2U3vwe54tCQin7MauFLsVwg1oalPafU4y2NQzxfwINxVSoPxIcrnfR8JwD_BnUMvDkkY1oYjFi4BeexOvdj3lZWJqRXhpEDH34QLlsZE2hdTl2kxRfb0Y77E9YAo42yyV-5DVRSAnFDnrVjYm6kXj7BaJ_GBEFNutZbgw75hbE167TEQ2N9mnMOFpsJ2rJvBpMS6yK71ePSIF2J3VrVrHLJYveu1nXCHvVs674wH7fTsNc4L8ApW4c9ovNweFuNCsgLelKxIo99ANseraZGjPTfU4dkmqSOsYZieez4hLqXatFbROG_aAcV0LIJ35wW-IhQLwpDeHQh9a4f9pdxs5PIwnMerrbhfVcrMy3np6tBdPcHNtCRAO4c4C9L3I5-RhIzdD0CeQWCzKYypSwhSEdkUXR6NEZgxzUyR3KRVFNXFwTUAc_jlk_W81p9IpGiQILZywTydDIuz2287h67Zd5sPXk9PyrzDbOM3TJa7IP7b3M1fsKDmQqQiVSipQM/468/MUgMZpXBRr-HS01Kxgnj5g/h6/h001.FVfk770IZn8WpOc-Q3unzfGliU-qaS9fYgidN1s1BQU
https://futureoflife.org/document/diplomats-guide-to-autonomous-weapons-systems/
https://futureoflife.org/document/diplomats-guide-to-autonomous-weapons-systems/
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.qUNJMTz8kmPkRqqf9plBqAnh5KbjEdADpkX8TYkqV0eTTXAPNrZZutJ6nvppfvYd8JeVckRA8qgQhZPUpx130zn7FBO6YfjJIMV3pcDsV9wi02GXPoEACJM62wEx6mw-8dRpRxwKVCRpIkEBpQStYF0Qn1cGOfqvUWIM8ygn2u8JfPYy39-JyKX1NCVT3L0KBkKc6hrQuzIM-bO6gUpxq2r1sgY2KePMcuh6C_dAXsclP2Os9YzVt5gVp3kab74q9e_oOgfoIj48WCyUK9_uCQ/4cr/Uic2_0ryRkeGEN8r8550yw/h26/h001.pTh8QmTN2epgTMUCDUMBv6z1ABJywwHN45Xk0ptY9os
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.qUNJMTz8kmPkRqqf9plBqAnh5KbjEdADpkX8TYkqV0eTTXAPNrZZutJ6nvppfvYd8JeVckRA8qgQhZPUpx130zn7FBO6YfjJIMV3pcDsV9wi02GXPoEACJM62wEx6mw-8dRpRxwKVCRpIkEBpQStYF0Qn1cGOfqvUWIM8ygn2u8JfPYy39-JyKX1NCVT3L0KBkKc6hrQuzIM-bO6gUpxq2r1sgY2KePMcuh6C_dAXsclP2Os9YzVt5gVp3kab74q9e_oOgfoIj48WCyUK9_uCQ/4cr/Uic2_0ryRkeGEN8r8550yw/h26/h001.pTh8QmTN2epgTMUCDUMBv6z1ABJywwHN45Xk0ptY9os
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.qUNJMTz8kmPkRqqf9plBqAnh5KbjEdADpkX8TYkqV0ekgz39UFmD4_wUJFNXqHsdESEuh9S3YjiIzhcHgcgalzUGjXy1L-PhWVQit0GivLrWc5DyFLcEB0gzXtbWkYrghWqZfv1IqVCvDYGkpEeEdtlKhw-oRG5xuBZhHBO1AY1g5ENd8uxKPzBdm2il2OiEUI7jwuw237px9cGWXGQIGqWV1ecyW9xZAFS5dis254pcchwDG_s9Camp2NLH2lJ20jskpLIf4eZaJWh1SCwM6CKSpg5huH-Joh2f7dvRfE8/4cr/Uic2_0ryRkeGEN8r8550yw/h27/h001.IMqCkK_SxClDcG-VmHEcBr8qKRBBON8LqdXkOwyyCkg
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Futures
Power of storytelling for social change 
The Futures program aims to guide humanity towards 
the beneficial outcomes made possible by transform-
ative technologies. By employing tools like storytelling, 
worldbuilding, scenario planning, research, and fore-
casting, we explore possible futures and determine 
actionable pathways. We then pinpoint the essential 
policies, decisions, and institutions needed to navi-
gate these paths, and how best to deliver them. The 
program seeks to engage a diverse group of stake-
holders from different professions, communities, and 
regions to shape our shared future together.

Partnership with The Elders

In 2024, we were proud to launch a new partnership 
with The Elders, an international organization founded 
by Nelson Mandela to bring together former world 
leaders in the pursuit of peace, justice, human rights, 
and a sustainable planet. Our first joint initiative was 

an open letter urging world leaders to take decisive 
action on the most urgent global threats: ungoverned 
AI, the climate crisis, nuclear weapons, and pandem-
ics. The letter called on decision-makers to embrace 
the principles of long-view leadership, which places 
long-term human flourishing above short-term inter-
ests. The letter was signed by nearly 4,000 individuals, 
including former leaders, Nobel Laureates, scientists, 
activists, and artists. The strong response underscored 
the growing recognition that the world must adopt bold, 
coordinated strategies to address existential risks.

Grant Requests for Proposals

The promise that AI could one day “eliminate pov-
erty,” “cure disease,” or “solve climate change” has 
been used to justify a corporate race to develop ever 
more powerful systems. Yet while AI will undoubtedly 

play a role in these domains, the level of capability 
required—and the pathways to achieve such bene-
fits—remain uncertain.

To explore these questions, FLI issued an RFP for 
research proposals to examine how AI may impact the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) related to 
poverty, healthcare, energy, and climate change. We 
received over 100 submissions from around the world, 
with a majority from the Global South. Ten successful 
applicants were awarded $15,000 grants for their work, 
which examined issues ranging from maternal mortal-
ity and climate change education to labor markets and 
poverty reduction. Together, these papers highlight 
how some of the most exciting and impactful AI appli-
cations remain under-recognized and underfunded.

Alongside this track, FLI also launched an RFP on global 
institutions for advanced AI governance, including arti-
ficial general intelligence (AGI). Six proposals were 
selected for funding, representing diverse ideas from 
Europe, the United States, and South America. Their 
designs ranged from a “CERN for AI,” to “Fair Trade AI,” 
to a Global AGI Agency, each envisioning new ways to 
build institutions that can ensure advanced AI bene-
fits humanity.

Most of the papers from both RFPs are now available 
to read on our website.

https://futureoflife.org/grant-program/impact-of-ai-on-sdgs/
https://futureoflife.org/grant-program/impact-of-ai-on-sdgs/
https://futureoflife.org/grant-program/global-institutions-governing-ai/
https://futureoflife.org/grant-program/global-institutions-governing-ai/
https://futureoflife.org/our-work/grantmaking-work/
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2024 Future of Life Award

The Future of Life Award honors those whose contri-
butions have made our continued existence possible, 
yet who often go unrecognized. In 2024, we celebrated 
three pioneering researchers for laying the foundations 
of modern ethics and safety considerations in artifi-
cial intelligence and computing: 

•	 James H. Moor developed the philosophical frame-
work for understanding AI’s ethical implications.

•	 Steve Omohundro identified technical risks and 
safety concerns inherent in AI systems.

•	 Batya Friedman operationalized these insights 
through her groundbreaking work embedding eth-
ical considerations directly into design processes.

“We can trace our current ethical and philosophical 
debates over aligning modern technology with human 
values to the scholarship of these three individuals,” 

noted Emilia Javorsky, Director of the Futures Program. 
“Their work gave scientists, policymakers, activists, 
and the public the vocabulary and frameworks to keep 
pace with advances in AI and computing. We are hon-
ored to celebrate them here today.”

https://futureoflife.org/project/future-of-life-award/
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Communications
FLI continued to use communications and messaging in 2024 to advocate for 
effective governance of transformative technologies, raise public awareness 
of their risks and opportunities, and highlight our organizational activities. 
By building strong relationships across the media landscape, we secured 
high-value coverage and created original content aligned with our mission.

Superintelligence Imagined
FLI launched the Superintelligence Imagined Contest to engage the public with the 
profound risks such systems could pose.

Running from May through August, the contest attracted over 180 submissions span-
ning a wide range of media formats—including videos, games, graphic novels, and 
short stories—all created with the general public as the intended audience.

A total of $70,000 in prizes was awarded, including a $20,000 grand prize to Writing 
Doom by filmmaker Suzy Shepherd, a short film that reimagines the writers’ room of a 
show like Black Mirror. In addition to the six winning projects, seven honorable men-
tions were also recognized. All of these works are now publicly available to explore.

https://futureoflife.org/project/superintelligence-imagined/?utm_source=newsletter.futureoflife.org&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=future-of-life-institute-newsletter-illustrating-superintelligence
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Grants
We believe that addressing extreme, large-scale risks 
from transformative technologies requires a broad and 
diverse community, yet this field remains significantly 
underfunded. Through our fellowships, Requests for 
Proposals, and direct grantmaking, we aim to provide 
resources that empower researchers, organizations, 
and thought leaders to advance safety, ethics, and 
long-view leadership in technology governance.

Vitalik Buterin Fellows in AI Existential Safety
In 2024, FLI announced its third class of Vitalik Buterin 
Fellows in AI Existential Safety. This year’s cohort 
included two new PhD Fellows—Luke Bailey and Angira 
Sharma—and two new Postdoctoral Fellows—Ekdeep 
Singh Lubana and Nandi Schoots.

The Fellowship provides full tuition support, a generous 
stipend, and dedicated research funding throughout 
the duration of the Fellows’ studies. In addition to their 
research, Fellows had opportunities to connect vir-
tually and in person with one another and with other 
leading AI safety researchers, fostering collaboration 
and building a global community dedicated to ensur-
ing AI remains safe and beneficial.

2024 Grant Highlights
In 2024, FLI approved numerous grants through our 
Requests for Proposals and participated in the Sur-
vival and Flourishing Fund’s funding round on Flexible 
Hardware-Enabled Guarantees (flexHEGs). High-
lights include:

Encode $250,000
General Support. Encode are young people mobilizing poli-
cymakers and the public for a future where human-centered 
artificial intelligence fulfills its transformative potential.

Federation of American Scientists (FAS) $1,500,000 
To investigate the implications of artificial intelligence on 
global risk. The 18-month project supports FAS’s efforts 
to bring together the world’s leading security and tech-
nology experts to better understand and inform policy on 
the nexus between AI and several global issues, including 
nuclear deterrence and security, bioengineering, auton-
omy and lethality, and cyber security-related issues. The 
Federation of American Scientists works to advance pro-
gress on a broad suite of contemporary issues where 
science, technology, and innovation policy can deliver 
dramatic progress, and seeks to ensure that scientific 
and technical expertise have a seat at the policymaking 
table. Established in 1945 by scientists in response to the 
atomic bomb, FAS continues to work on behalf of a safer, 
more equitable, and more peaceful world.

International Association for Safe and Ethical AI 
(IASEAI) $1,850,000 
General support. The International Association for Safe and 
Ethical AI (IASEAI) is a nonprofit organization founded to 
address the risks and opportunities associated with rapid 
advances in AI. Its mission is to ensure that AI systems are 
guaranteed to operate safely and ethically; and to shape 

policy, promote research, and build understanding and 
community around this goal.

Tarbell $150,000 
Support for Tarbell Grants which funds established jour-
nalists to pursue original reporting on current & future 
harms from AI. Topics may include frontier models, the 
inner workings of leading AI companies, lobbying efforts 
shaping AI policy, and explanatory reporting that helps the 
public understand complicated topics in AI. Tarbell works 
to build a global community of expert journalists covering 
artificial intelligence with the scrutiny it deserves.

The Elders $294,160 
Support for the Long-View Leadership project. Long-view 
leadership means showing the determination to resolve 
intractable problems not just manage them, the wisdom to 
make decisions based on scientific evidence and reason, 
and the humility to listen to all those affected. Long-view 
leaders must have the moral strength to address both cur-
rent concerns and long-term risks, often at the expense of 
vested interests. The Elders was founded by Nelson Man-
dela in 2007. It is an independent group of global leaders 
working for peace, justice, human rights and a sustaina-
ble planet.

University of Virginia $109,564 
To support Professor Anton Korinek’s research on the 
economics of transformative AI. In 1819, Thomas Jeffer-
son founded the University of Virginia and inaugurated a 
bold experiment – a public university designed to advance 
human knowledge, educate leaders and cultivate an 
informed citizenry.

https://futureoflife.org/grant-program/phd-fellowships/
https://futureoflife.org/grant-program/postdoctoral-fellowships/
https://survivalandflourishing.fund/2024/flexhegs-recommendations
https://survivalandflourishing.fund/2024/flexhegs-recommendations
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FLI is a mission-driven organization that continually seeks to diversify its funding 
base to ensure sustainability and independence. Shortly after our founding in 2014, 
Elon Musk provided seed funding for the world’s first academic grant program in 
AI safety. Since then, we have received more than 1,500 donations of varying sizes 
from a wide range of donors, enabling us to expand and strengthen our programs. 
In 2021, Vitalik Buterin made a major unconditional contribution to FLI. This gift, part 
of which serves as an endowment, provides long-term stability for our work and helps 
guarantee the independence necessary to pursue our mission without compromise.

Expenditures for FLI activities 2024

Category 2024 Expenditure

Program: Grantmaking $8,447,913

Program: Scientific and Technical Education and Outreach 
Activities

$2,081,512

Program: Research, Outreach and Advocacy regarding Policy $5,316,827

Management and General $1,552,798

Total $17,399,050

Our income in 2024
FLI only engaged in limited fundraising in 2024 and our total income that year was 
about $85,000. The difference between income and expenditure was covered out 
of our endowment.

Finances
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